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such as no where else could be [seen] except in Para-
dise. In short, whatever I may say in praise of this
[magnificent city] would not exceed [the truth].

" The arrival of our merchants was much talked of.
A confidential eunuch1 mounted on horseback, and
attended by many servants, came to our kqfila, tod
asked the merchants, " Who is your chief?" They all
pointed to me; the eunuch came to my plac'e; I rose
up to receive him with respect, and we saluted each
other; I seated him on the masnad, and offered him
the pillow ; after which I asked him to tell me what
was the occasion which afforded me the honour of his
visit; he replied, * The princess has heard that some
merchants are arrived, and have brought much mer-
chandise, for which reason she has desired me to
bring them to her presence; so come, and take along
with you whatever merchandise may be fit for the
courts of kings, and gain the happiness of kissing her
threshold/

" I gave for answer, * To-day, indeed, I am greatly
fatigued; to-morrow I will attend her with my life and
property; whatever I have by me, I will present as a
nazar [to the princess], and whatever pleases her, the
same is her majesty's property/ Having made this
promise, I gave him rosewater and betel, and dismissed
him. I called all the merchants near me, and what-
ever rarities each had, we collected together, and those
of my own I took also, and went in the morning to
the door of the royal seraglio* The door-keeper sent
word of my arrival, and orders came to bring me to

1 The "eunuch" is of course out of place in a Christian city; at least
he does not hold the same rank as m the East.
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